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Ebrington Primary School
I.C.T. Policy
Introduction 

We, the staff in Ebrington Primary School, recognise the potential of ICT across the curriculum and the role of ICT in the everyday life of all our pupils.  We recognise the ever changing face of ICT and wish to be able to respond to new developments.  ICT is a valued environment in our school; it promotes the public image of the whole school and helps pupils develop a positive self-image.  We believe ICT has the flexibility to meet the individual needs and abilities of all pupils and promotes access for pupils with learning difficulties.  We believe ICT can motivate pupils, offer potential for effective group working and facilitate between staff and pupils.

We aim to enable our pupils to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information. We also focus on developing the skills necessary for children to be able to use information in a discriminating and effective way. 

Ebrington Primary School meets the requirements set out within the Northern Ireland Curriculum and develops the use of the 5Es within the tasks already being carried out 

· Explore 

· Express 

· Exchange 

· Evaluate 

· Exhibit 

ICT forms part of the School Development Plan and is reviewed annually.
Aims

It is the intention of Ebrington Primary School to maximise the potential of ICT in learning and Teaching and to develop pupils’ ICT competence. To achieve this we aim:

· ICT will be embedded into every day school life by enabling pupils to explore, express, exchange, evaluate and exhibit their work. 

· To ensure ICT has a fundamental role in developing and enhancing our school’s key learning aims in promoting the pupils’ educational, physical and social needs. 

· To use ICT to develop an online community, sharing ideas and resources between pupils, staff, parents, Board of Governors, other schools and the wider community. 

· To raise levels of teacher competence and confidence in integrating ICT into their planning, teaching and assessment of children’s work.

· To use ICT to enhance and enrich children’s learning and add to its enjoyment.

· To provide access to electronic sources of information and interactive learning resources.

· To enable teachers and children to have access to immediate and up-to-date sources of information.

· To develop children’s independent learning skills using ICT across the curriculum.

· To help children with Special Educational Needs increase their independence and develop their interests and abilities.

· Encourage pupils with access to use home computers to contribute to and enhance their schoolwork.

· To develop an awareness of the need for care and responsibility in handling equipment.

Access

Ebrington Primary School is well equipped: 
Every class has access to 

· a class PC 
· laptop
· a printer 

·  digital cameras 

· Clevertouch Screen
·  ICT suite/library – 7 PCs and 7 laptops (timetabled for every class)  

· Probots/mats 
· 44 x IPads 
15 x 2nd Generation
3 x 2nd Generation locked March 2017
10 x 5th Generation
16 x new Nov. 2019 
(I Pads stored in 2 storage cases and timetabled for all pupils)
· 14 x Class IPads (new April 2018)
In addition, Key Stage 2 pupils

· IMac suite-16 IMacs (timetabled Key Stage 2)

· 4 laptops in resource area
The Learning Support teachers have access to 1 networked laptop and 1 Mobile Clevertouch screen each to support their everyday teaching and learning strategies.

Strategies for use of ICT 

· ICT is not taught as a distinct subject, but it is a tool to be used as appropriate throughout the curriculum. 

· All pupils are given equal access. 

· ICT is an entitlement for all pupils. 

· Common tasks are set that are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. 

· We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability and experience of the child. 

· Use of ICT at home will continue to be encouraged through projects and homework.
· Children should continue to be encouraged to access and make use of the school website. – wwwebringon.ps.co.uk 

ICT Competences 
At Ebrington Primary School we endeavour to help our pupils to develop competence in the use of ICT. 

ICT competence is concerned with: 

· Learning about ICT – developing the knowledge and skills required to use ICT effectively and to apply these in a range of contexts. 

· Learning through ICT – developing the skills required to access and use information from a range of electronic sources, interpret it and use it effectively. 

· Learning with ICT – applying the skills in their own learning either at school, at home or in the community.
ICT and the NI Curriculum

Literacy

• Children learn how to draft, edit and revise text.

• Children can create, develop, present and publish ideas and opinions visually

  or orally.

• They learn how to improve the presentation of their work by using desk-top

  publishing and presentational software.
Headsprout programme introduced September 2019
Numeracy

• Children use ICT in Numeracy to collect data, make predictions, analyse

   results and present information graphically.

• They can explore mathematical models e.g. use of Probots and

  spreadsheets.
Mathsletics introduced for Year 4 +Year 6 pupils
Personal Development and Mutual Understanding (PDMU)
• Pupils develop a sense of global citizenship by using the internet.

• Through the discussion of moral issues related to electronic communication,

   children develop a view about the use and misuse of ICT.
• Pupils gain a knowledge and understanding of the interdependence of people

  around the world.

Creative and Expressive

• Children will have opportunities to develop their creativity through a range of

  network software and digital technology.
• They can explore the internet to gain access to a wealth of images and

  information about world famous pieces.
World Around Us

• ICT transcends the barriers of distance and opens up the world as an easily

  accessible global community allowing children to experience the past, present

  and future of the world they live in.
Progression, Monitoring, Assessing and Evaluating
Progression

· All children develop and learn at their own pace

progression is assured through a range of increasingly challenging activities

covering all areas of ICT and embedded in the NI Curriculum.

· All teachers are encouraged to use the CCEA ICT Accreditation Tasks as a

marker for progression through the levels.

Monitoring
• Evidence covering all areas of ICT is gathered within each pupil’s folder.

• The ICT coordinator monitors the standard of and progress made by

   each pupil by gathering appropriate evidence.

Assessing

· Assessment occurs on a lesson by lesson basis based on the lesson

Objectives.  These are conducted informally by the class teacher and are used to inform future planning.
· All teachers are encouraged to use – Using ICT Assessment Guidance Primary (Levels 1-5)
Maintenance

Each teacher is responsible for the care of the computer equipment they are given.  They should ensure that the computer, monitor and keyboard are kept clean and are treated carefully.  They should also make sure the children keep the computer area clean and tidy.

Should a computer or any other piece equipment break down then the ICT co-ordinator (Key Stage 2) or Gael Butcher (Key Stage 1) should be informed at lunchtime or at the end of the school day.  If the fault cannot be rectified it would be arranged by the teacher or I.C.T. co-ordinator for C2K or Capita to examine the hardware.

Safety

Each teacher should ensure that the computer in their classroom is operated safely by the children and make them aware of the potential hazards of electrical equipment.  The following points should be noted:

Trailing leads should be positioned so that they do not cause anymore to trip.

Food and especially drink should not to be allowed anywhere near the computer.

The computer should be switched off correctly at the end of the school

The computer should, as far as possible, be positioned so as not to obstruct free movement about the room.

Children should not be asked to carry heavy pieces of computer equipment.

The Role of the ICT Co-ordinator.

· The ICT co-ordinator will review teachers’ ICT plans to ensure a range of teaching styles are employed to cater for all needs and promote the development of ICT capability.

· Liase with principal and staff in the drawing up and review of whole school ICT policy.

· To provide leadership and direction.

· To ensure ICT is included in school policies and schemes of work for the various subjects.

· Organise and deliver school-based training as identified in teachers’ action plans.

· Ensure that the use of ICT is organised and managed to meet the school aims.

· To keep up to date with recent ICT developments.

· Attend courses relevant to personal and professional training/development.

Review of the Policy
The policy will be reviewed annually.

J.Kee

ICT Co-ordinator
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