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Year 4


Home Learning


January & February





NUMERACY


Multiplication is our main number topic. It is a concept which requires a lot of practical work, particularly in the early stages. Allow your child to see examples of grouping at home e.g. pairs of socks, crisps packets in a multipack etc. It is essential that your child practices their x tables as these will provide a strong basis for the development of division later in the year. 





3D Shapes will also be investigated. Encourage your child to use the language of corners, faces, edges, curved and straight when looking at objects around the home. 





Time: By February we will be looking at the analogue and digital clock. Please encourage your child to read the time at various points in the day. Refer to the time e.g “It’s quarter past 5, it’s tea time!” Your child will also need to be able to problem solve with time, e.g. to correct fast/slow clocks.





LITERACY


We are further developing our reading skills by practising the strategies of:


Leaving out an unknown word and reading on.


 Encourage your child to do this when they meet a word they cannot identify. By leaving out the word and reading to the end of the sentence, they will be able to better understand the context that word is in. When they read the sentence again, they will very often then be able to decipher the word!


Using the picture on the page (if there is one!) is the second stage. It may be showing your child a picture of the word and so should help them to work it out more easily.   


Sounding and blending syllables in a word is the final stage. Our linguistic phonics lessons have taught your child how to sound and blend to make words and syllables. Encourage them to try this with unknown words.


At the minute, we are developing these skills using our focus text of “Spywatch”. It is also helping them to understand the ideas of character and setting. Look forward to seeing your own child’s Spywatch Book appearing in the coming weeks!





Paired Reading has already begun and will last for 6 weeks. This is part of your child’s reading homework so please ensure you spend at least 10 minutes each evening reading with your child.


Comprehension remains an area of focus, so please question your child about the text they have read. Encourage them to use evidence to support their answers by asking them “How do you know this?” 





THE ARTS


We will be singing songs from the 1940s and in particular those associated with the war years. If you are online with your child try listening to some of the songs of Vera Lynn or the Andrews Sisters.





PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT


As we will be talking about rationing during the war years it seems and appropriate time to develop your child’s understanding on how we use money. We will look at the idea of wants and needs. This will involve thinking about how to budget money and how to make appropriate choices. Talk to your child about the use of money and how we as adults have to budget and save for items.











 





THE WORLD AROUND US





The children are buzzing to find out information about our topic: Life during World War 2. Many have already started raiding the attic at home in search of gas masks and ration books! Please keep encouraging your child to find out about the past by allowing them to talk to older relatives and share memories that people have of the past. Any items brought to school will be stored and displayed carefully. Due to the family significance of many of these items, e.g. medals, these items can be returned on the day they are brought in. 








ICT


We are teaching the children how to insert a picture and use the tool bar when word processing. Allow them to type up some of the information they have found out from their relatives or simply to research war facts on the internet.





Useful Websites:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk" ��www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk�  (there is a ww2 section in the homework help)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1bitesize/numeracy/" ��www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks1bitesize/numeracy/�











REMINDER: 


Talk to your child about good behaviour in the playground. Encourage them to be a good friend to others- to play with kind actions and words. 








