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School Uniform Policy
Background

The Department of Education has issued guidance to schools on ‘School Uniform Policy’ which allows us to update and remind parents and pupils of our own ‘Policy’. 
Importance of School Uniform

At Ebrington we realise that school uniform can play a valuable role in the life of a school by:

· Setting an appropriate tone.

· Instilling pride.
· Supporting positive behaviour and discipline.
· Encouraging identity with, and support for, the ‘School Ethos’.

· Protecting children and parents from social pressures to dress in a particular way.

There is no doubt that the wearing of a school uniform very much supports effective teaching and learning.

Our Policy

We want to ensure that our ‘School Uniform Policy’ is FAIR and REASONABLE in practical and financial terms.

We want our uniform to be comfortable, appropriate and represent value for money for our families.

Our uniform may be bought from our nominated supplier ‘Select Kidz’ in Spencer Road.

We expect ‘Select Kidz’ to supply quality uniform at competitive prices.  (The school will keep this under review).

Our School Uniform:  
	Boys
	Girls
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· Black Shoes

· Grey Socks
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Grey trousers/knee length shorts

· Yellow embroidered Polo Shirt

· White Vest
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Navy embroidered sweatshirt

· Waterproof jacket/coat with hood (NO HOODIES please)
· Jewellery:  stud earring and watches only
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Long hair must be kept tied back from face.

PE:  Years 5 – 7 only

· Preferable – black gym shoes or trainers that must be kept in school for use in the hall only.
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Plain white ‘T’ shirt

· Black or Navy shorts.
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Black Shoes

· White Socks

· Grey tights

· Grey skirt/pinafore/trousers

· Blue/white checked summer dress

· Yellow embroidered polo shirt

· White vest
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Navy embroidered sweatshirt or navy blue cardigan.

· Waterproof jacket/coat with a hood (NO HOODIES please.)

· Jewellery:  stud earring and watches only.
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Long hair must be kept tied back from face.

PE:  Years 5 – 7 Only
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· Preferable – lack gym shoes or trainers that must be kept in school for use in hall only.

· Plain white ‘T’ shirt

· Black or navy shorts.




We will of course be flexible on our uniform policy, eg., during periods of extreme weather.

We will also consider any request for an exception to be made for any individual pupil on the grounds of religion, race or a medical condition.

We realise that there are certain fads; long scarves/fair-isle hats, etc.  These may be worn to school but must be removed before entering class.

Where a pupil is NOT adhering to the school uniform policy, we will work with families to resolve problems that might be preventing a child doing so.  

Guidance Notes:
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We would prefer parents to purchase the polo short with the school crest on it.  However, a plain yellow polo shirt is also acceptable or kept even as a spare.  

If there is a need to layer up due to a cold spell, then it should be a standard short sleeved white vest under the polo short.  Please avoid the long sleeved coloured tops please.

Outdoor coats please – NO HOODIES.

Grey or navy tights rather than bright multi-coloured stripes.

Footwear:
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Please note that trainers are not an acceptable substitute for the ‘Black Shoe’.

Some boys and girls, especially in the senior end of the school may wish to keep a spare pair of trainers in school for use in the playground, field or hall.
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Nursery – School Uniform
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Although uniform is not compulsory in the nursery, the staff feel it is beneficial for parents and children.  
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Both boys and girls can wear school sweatshirt, yellow polo shirt and navy or grey jogging bottoms.  
Girls can choose a grey elasticised skirt or grey pinafore.  
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In summer; a cotton check dress for girls and shorts for boys is an option.
All children need to have a pair of velcro fastening trainers to change into each day when they arrive and a pair of wellingtons for outdoor play.

Parents should ensure that all clothing is suitable for independent toileting.  It is also vital that everything is clearly named.

Summary

Our ‘Uniform Policy' has been drawn up to make it easier for you to explain when your child asks for ‘bright pink boots for school’ etc.

It also protects pupils from having to conform to a particular dress code associated with anti-social elements or latest fashion trends.

Above all, we wish to promote a school identity that supports high standards and provides a sense of belonging for pupils.

We feel the ‘Uniform Policy’ will promote harmony and equality among everyone in the school.

We need your support on this important issue and don’t forget, all uniform looks the same so please put your child’s name on each item.

Useful Contacts

Financial Assistance is available through the Education and Library Board’s Clothing Allowance Scheme for certain categories of children in Primary Schools, towards the cost of school uniforms and appropriate clothing suitable for PE.
The eligibility criteria are the same as those used for ‘Free School Meals’.

The ‘Scheme’ is designed to assist those in need with the cost of purchase!  The rates of assistance are determined by the Education Boards and reviewed annually in line with inflation.

For information – please contact:


Benefits Section


Western Education and Library Board


1 Hospital Road


Omagh


BT79 0AW


Tel:  028 82 411496
Uniform Suppliers
· Select Kidz, 31 Glendermott Road, Londonderry, BT47 6BG.
Tel: (028) 71 313344

· The Uniform Company, (Brian Callen), 3 Ashgrove Park, Altnagelvin.
Tel: (028) 71 348230 or mob. 07547 887996.

· School Uniforms, 15A Carrakeel Drive, Maydown, Londonderry, BT47 6UQ.
Tel: (028) 71 860121.

· Ferguson Fashions, 12 William Street, Londonderry, BT48 6EP.
Tel: (028) 71 372424.

Please note that we now have a garment from EACH supplier on display.

This will allow a parent to inspect the quality of the garment / price before deciding on where to purchase.
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Signature _____________________________ (Principal)





Signature – Chair, Board of Governors ______________________________





Date         _____________________________











